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3 26. The creation, maintenance or strengthening of market power can result from a restriction of competition between the parties to the
agreement. It can also result from a restriction of competition between any one of the parties and third parties, e.g. because the
agreement leads to foreclosure of competitors or because it raises competitors’ costs, limiting their capacity to compete effectively
with the contracting parties. Market power is a question of degree. The degree of market power normally required for the finding of
an infringement under Article 81(1) in the case of agreements that are restrictive of competition by effect is less than the degree of
market power required for a finding of dominance under Article 82.
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